Mississippi State University

Scholars Junction
Pamphlets

Frank and Virginia Williams Collection of
Lincolniana

1861

An appeal to the people of the North.

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarsjunction.msstate.edu/fvw-pamphlets

Preferred Citation
[Physical ID#]: [Item Title], Frank and Virginia Williams Collection of Lincolniana, Mississippi State
University Libraries.

This Pamphlet is brought to you for free and open access by the Frank and Virginia Williams Collection of
Lincolniana at Scholars Junction. It has been accepted for inclusion in Pamphlets by an authorized administrator of
Scholars Junction. For more information, please contact scholcomm@msstate.libanswers.com.

EX LIBRIS

PRANK & VIRGINIA WILL I AMS
COi l ECTION OF
LINCOLNIANA

SECOND EDITION.

A N

APPEAL
TO THE

PEOPLE OF THE NORTH.
Fellow Counti-ymcn:-We appeal to you as Christians and Patriot::;,
to lend your influence in staying the storm that is sweeping to ruin
both our social fa.bric and our political existence. Already the financial and industrial interests of the whole country have been prnstrated
by the shock that foretells the fury of the growing storm, and solely,
in sympathetic dread of a future, so pregnant with evil, men's hearts
have failed them from fear, work-shops are closed, spinning-wheels
are silent, hammers no longer ring out a merry chime to Industry's
jubilee, strong arms and willing hands have no employment, a hundred thousand working men and women are idle, and five times a
hundred thousand human beings are reduced to the verge of starvation, in the midst of plenty and of peace! The sturdy oak of Union,
with scattered leaves and broken limbs, bends its solid trunk before the
blast, tearing the ground as root after root breaks loose, and sways to
and fro with sweeps lower and lower to the earth, from whose bosom
its riven and prostrate form, when once fallen, ran nrver rise again.
Notwithstanding the dread of the future thus hanging like a funereal
pall over every community, and wrenching from agonized hearts the
cry "why should thrse things be?" notwithstanding prophetic warnings,
soul-stirring appeals and earnest entreaties, notwithstanding the glor ious history of the past, the prosperity and happiness of the present,
and the certain prospect of dismal ruin and overwhelming desolation
in the future, reckless politicians are still busy, even at this perilous
moment, in r1ggravating the discord and foosening the bonds 1rhich have
heretofore held us together a, one people, living in unity and concord,
under one government, with one country and one name.
It is too late now for discussion! The nation is in the throe,:; of a
mighty convulsion. Already several States have seredcd and others
arc on the eve of severing their connection with the Federal Government. The sacred tie once broken, the remaining States will fall apart
as so many shattered fra1!:ments. In this wreck of the Union all the
slave-holding States will be forced in self-defense and for mutual protection to confederate under a common government, and if they adopt
the present U. S. Constitution, they would present to the world a rich
and powerful people, cemented together by equality of l"ight:s, by unity
of interests and unanimity of sentiment. Severally dependent upo n
each other for mutual protection, how much stronger will be the compact, sustained as it will be, by ties of kindred°, by pecuniary interest,
by similarity in education, by mutual confidence, by natural affinity,
and by a common welfare.
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Would there exist among the several Northern States, should the
present Union be dissevered, that harmony of fcolinrr and of interest
which will thus bind the whole of the Slavc-holdin.,.
States to,..ether
a~
0
0
a unit?
Would not Massachusetta, whoso barren rocks and ijtcrile soil are
so genial in the prolific growth of ultra fanaticisms and of every
kind of religious and political intoleranco, Atill domineer over and persecute her orphan sister States? Would not New York in the pride of
wealth and st~ength, ~ule, with imperial,-yea, imperious sway, her
weakened and 1mpover1Bhed Ncvr England neighbors?
Would not toil-worn and patieut-enduring Pennsylvania, goaded
with envy and jcalou~y, stretch forth her strong, brawny arm to wrest
the sceptre from her Northern rival, cner-rated by luxury and fancied
security? Would not Ohio, impatient of law and moral restraint,
make In,liana her vas~al and exact tribute of Illinois?
Would not Michigan erect Gibmltar defences on her peninsular
shores and for the protection of her own harvests, lay an embargo on
N orth-Wcstern wheat in it~ transit to tide-water'! Would not Bri<>
ham Young rule the Mormon Kingdom with dcs1,otic sway, and forev~r
sever the over-land communication between the Atlantic and Pacific
coasts 't Would not California be forced in ~elf-protection to establish
an independent empire; and Oregon aml W ashin.,.ton
be left to tho
0
de~olatiug warfare of their Indian tribes?
Or would all these individual traits and popular tendencies, in striving and unsympathizing States be stayed, thai they may unite in a
common warfare to subjugate the Southurn States in order to extinguiijh slavery? Even such a combination has no terror for the South;
for the Southern peo1ilc in the defence of their liberties and their rights
will sacrifice their fortunes and their livc~:-and in ~aying this, we
but ho,1r.sll!J ex11ress thr fuling that 1ww p1·rvad~s all com111,11nitirs in thr
Bouth. '!'here i~ a fixed and solemn determination to 11tand or fall in
defence of their rights as a SO\'ercign people. Among tho~c riubt.J
they daim protection from hostile interference with their dom~stic
affair~: that protection was guaranteed to them in the Federal Constitution, which i~ the basis and the sole and only basis of Union between
the ~evernl States, and when that Constitution shall be J>Crverted to an
instrument of oppression, they will withdraw from l 7nion with the
oppressing States.

THE CAUSES OF THE P RESENT TROUBLES.

That Constitution l1as been violated in act and deed, by the Northern
States not only liy the action of State Courts and by popular mobs, in
preventing the arrest of fu~iti\·es from labor; and by Htale Laws nu!
lifying Constitutional :incl Congressional enactments for the protection
of the South; but it l1as been openly and defiantly violated by the peo
pl• and the Ji!xecuti\'e Oflitcrs of sc\'eral Stall's in r111:oura9i119 th~
ciolatious and p1111dait19 to a d~11111ralized public srntime11I.
The Constitution has bcco further violated in spirit oncl i11 m1ti111ent,
by many of the Northern people. '!'hey have a~sumed to themselves
an arrogant Ruperiority and an in~nlting control over the rights, tl10
conduct and the opinions of their Southern brethren. 'fhey have made
~v ortlteru anti-$hn·er!J !'im;s l"liE o:.E GREAT Rl LING IDEA iii all goi,-
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ernmc,11, in ull social intuoo11r~, a11d fo all religious toleratwn.

Southern people who honestly differed from them in opinion, have been stigmatized, even on the floor of the United States Senate, aa "ruffians
and barbarianR;" and because they dared to uphold tho rights accorded
to them by tho Constitution and the Laws of their country, they have
been driven off with imprecations and denunciations and excluded from
Christian fellowship and Church communion with their Northern
brethren. Thus have all the great Christian denominations, save one
or two alone, been rent asunder, and Southern members of the same •
household of faith, been exiled from the homes and altars of their
fathers, because forsooth, their presence was offensive to their negrowor~hippin1r brethren. Thus have great bodies of fellow-rhristians
been split in twain, and bigoted intolerance and Satanic fury have
usurped the dominion in Chri~tian hearts and expelled from human
souls the only terms of future life, "brotl1erly love and Chril!tian
charity." Thus have Southern churches been expelled from social
intercourse and religious communion with Northern churches, and
Soutl1crn Christians been J,eld up to infamy and branded as felon!! and
infidel!-\ and outlaws, unworthy of association.
All bonds of affection, all kindness of feeling, all Christian good-will
and peace, have been counted as nothing; all justice and right have
been denied; all law and equity have been trampled under foot by our
fellow-cbristians and our follow-countrymen.
Inflammatory appeals, incendiary threats, moral suasion, and other
compulsory devices, have been used to bring the SouthM». mind I!I' 11unJECT1ox to ,.\'ortlu:ni a11/i.,;{11wry ~1 ntimmls. Failing in these, scornful
tirades, merciless abuse, and insulting provocations have been resorted
to: all thur ha\'e preyed upon tho Southern heart and weaned its affections from its Northern brethren-all tlteu have rankled in the Southern mind and produced distrust and suspicion in the place of confidence
and respect, and .ALL TIIESE are the foundatio11s of tlte pre~e,1t terribu
commotion that is fast iev<"rilig the JJolitical l.'iiion bctwe1m the k'-;outh
and thr North I From year to year these insult! and wrongs have been
growing in number and increa~ing in strength, and 1cith thil! increase
titer~ has gro1t,n tip fa the 1.\~orth a rno11s/rous mid tmhallowrd spirit of
aggre~~ion, ancl rcd.-les.mrs~, that has hesitated at no wrong, ei:e1i the
m.ost /11 ino11.~; that has justified acts, 1 ren tlu· m.ost atrocious; and ha1
attempted lo perpetrate crimes !'t·rn thr most rcvolti119l Do the Northern people think their Southern brethren are "stocks and stonee" and
can not feel the.so thing.s ·t Do they think human nature can ne~er be
pushed beyond the power of endurance? Verily," they have sown to
the wind, and are now reaping the whirlwind." But these violations
were liornc with poticnce, for a long time, by an in~ultcd aud aggrio\'ed
people, because they had strong confidence in the juRtice and honesty
and ultimate repentance of their brethren of tho North and were
therefore, willing to await the ~low reaction of public ~~ntimcnt i~
favor of Law and Equity, in favor of good feeling and Christian fellow~hip.
Wben, however, the Republican Convention met at Chica"'o, they
adopted, amid tumultuous cheers, a rl'solution, which wa~ tltr~.~1 1po11
th,: Co11i:r,1tio11 at lite lmt momuit BY TRE ABOLITIO~ SECTION, and
which was intended as the grand clap-trap climax to their Anti-Slavery
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Platform. That Resolution, the last to be adopted, was made the leading watch-word in an excited and heated political canvass, and it went
forth as a vital principle in an acl caplandum creed, to still further
heat and excite the popular mind, and poison and alienate the popular
feelings of the North against the Constitutional rights and the domestic institutions of the South. That Resolution declares, "that all men
are created equal, and are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness." And what 1·ights arc these, which this Resolution contends for? The Northern Republicans surely do not mean that they
themsel1Jes do not already possess and enjoy the rights of liberty and
the pursuit of happiness? For whom, then, do they demand these
rights? The whole spirit of their platform, outside of the ordinary
questions of political economy, relates solely to thP protection of "Southern sen,ants" against all control as property; and there is no meaning
and no application in the Resolution, unless the Convention meant to
say that the So11tliern bondman was createcl N_J_11al to his Southern master,
and "HAD AN INALIENABLE RlOHT TO TITS LiflERTY AND nrs FREEDOM."
Tms, at z,.ast, is the construction which the South placed upon the
Resolution, and the North has never denied the correctness of that
interpretation. Thus for month after month, has the South felt, and
!i1'ieved iu the heart under the painful conviction, that this noble aphorism, which inspired our Revolutionary fathers to assert their rights
and to fight for them against the oppressions and tyranny of their
n1other country was wrested from the Declaration of Independence,
to be thus used as a taunt and a threat against the South, solely, because
the Southern people had 1>rrsened their Got'Prnment and their Institutions JUST AS TUEY HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED by the signrrs thenuclves

of that Dcclaratiou and the '1.'Cr!J authors of that aphorism.
This drelaratio1~ of open and avo1recl hostility, to their Constitutional

rights, to their guarantees of protection, to their political equality, to
their domestic institutions, to their external security, to their internal
peace, to their social tranquility, to their lives, to their fortunes and to
their very existence as a people and as individuals, caused the people
of the South to stand aghast and think their Northern brethren were
indeed demented.
But patience and good will still ruled the hour!
It was for 110 idl-t cau.ie, that this great and glorious Union should
be destroyed; aud with strong hopes that this tide of fanaticism, urged
on by artful demagogues, would be rebuked by the masses in the late
political conflict, they anxiously awaited the is~ue.
Alas I how delusiYe were their faith and trust in man!
The Anti-Slavery party-a mere sectional party, that had not the
audacity to call itself NATIONAL, triumphed; and that very triumph,
by a domineering majority, thus voting to sustain a sectional hostility
again~t the rights of the minority, was the ovrrt act of the ~voi-th, THAT
CRUSHED TilE LAST IIOl'E OF THE Som.•rr. J /ii' political existence of
tlie Sottth

WrLS

i.9noi-ecl, and its Constitutional gucmmtee.:. and its social

1·ights henceforth are to ue in the l.;erping of their ctvowed mcmies and
TllE STRONG ARU 01'' THE FEDERAL POWER lS TO BE ALLIED TO
ANTI-SLAVERY 1-'ANA.TICIS~f.
The Union of the States was a Union for peace, a Unron for mutual
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protection, a Union on the basis of the Constitution, a. Union for exact
justice, a. Union for the maintainance of the rights of all, and theae
tliil!gs, the North has said in its political platforms and its religious
creeds, through its preachers and its politicians, and by their final triumph at a popular election, TUESE THINGS the South shall not have/
Thus has been broken tbe last link in the tie of mutual confidence
and affection, that bound the North and the South together A.S ONE
PEOPLE: Thus bas the Constitution been cast aside at the ballot-box,
and by a formal vote of the Northern masses, the So11th has been
deprived of the poio-er of further protection WHILE IN THE UNION: and
thus it is, that the Southern people under a conviction forced upon
them by passing events, TilAT THESE ANTI-SLAVERY PRECEPTS W!LL
BE CARRIED INTO PRACTICE, have risen as though by common instinct for
their self preservation, and now stand as one man, in an attitude of
self-defense.
This is a simple and candid statement of the political condition of
our country. It is true in our e)(position of affair~, we have given the
Southern view of the question, and in so doing have borrowed the
language and pressed the arguments that are currently used among the
Southern people. These arguments may be sophistical and the language may be dictated by passion and excitement. Be it so; THJ:
FACTS, that ha1Je caused this upheaving of the people, are patent to the
whole world-they are historical truths that can not be denied, and we
have drawn this vivid picture that you may better understand the tone of
public feeling in tM Sou.th; and thus understanding it, you can the
more speedily allay the excitement, by kindly considering their complaints, rather than blindly attempting to force them into submission.

THE NORT H MUST S PEAK.

If the Southern people have misunderstood the feelings and designs
of the North, then as honorable men, hasten to undeceive them and
cheerfully, freely and frankly agree to grant the guarantees they ask;
all that the Southern people ask of you, is an assurance of protectio11
from the aggressive hostility of your people to their rights under the
Constitution and the Laws of our country.
If the Northern people are unwilling to grant these, then the apprehensions of the South are well founded, and obstinate politicians, who
are willing to sacrifice their country, rather than lose place and power,
will soon bring about a conflict with an exasperated and defiant people,
RESISTING, as they verily believe, an unlawful attack NOT ONLY, itpon
their rights and equality as a So,;ereign people, bitt 1me1~ UPON TllEIR
LIBERTY and TllEIR LIVES .A.S INDIVlDUALS.
In this national crisis, it is the duty of every citizen and every
patriot, to use his influence in appeasing the wrath of infuriated Sections, and demand an adjustment of the differencei; between them, ere a
collision in hot blood, sweeps them beyond the control of reason, renders them deaf to the calls of peace, and destroys forever all hopes of
reconciliation. Kind words and conciliation alone, can soothe these
angry passions, and there is no individual however humble and obscure,
that can not exert some influence in bringing about a healthy reaction
in public sentiment in favor of a peaceful settlement of our troubles
in preference to a resort to the barbarous arbitration of the sword.
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Th~n let each and ev_ery individual in the North be a roused to prompt
action, th~t the p~nd1ng _dangers may be averted. Let tlle people come
together in pubh? meetings, free from party managers and intri,..uing
demagogues, and if untrammeled in the r.rpreuio,1 of their 'Jwne, t ~cntinunti, TIIEY WILL GIVE I USTICE TO TIU! SOUTil and will urge thtmN:l«.1 of lM _a'boliti..-riiat&, w lw hm,e kd them astray. Let tLe people of
the North rise en ~ v and Lil(K TRUB .UiD HON•ST PAT:RIOTS AS THEY
ARB, extend tAe olwe bran-eh of peace a11cl reconciliation t• tl~ agflrt"t:·1.•ed

called the principles of our forefath ers, whon our fore-fath ers neither
advocated them, nor acted upon them? It ia only after a lapije of threefourths of a century, that our Government is called upon for the first
time, by a populnr vote, to carry them into execution: atronger evidence of the unconstitutionality of th ese assumptio ns, could not be
presented, even had not the South unanimously protested against them,
when they were first enunciated and has continued to this moment, to
denounce them as a treasonnble suppression of their rig'llts under the
Federal compact.

peopl~ of IM &uth.

WHAT HARM HAS SLAVJIRY DONB TH• NORTH ?
Let t hem ask themselves and each other if thie institution of
al~ver}' . has enr dono them any harm? Did it not exisi before
th_1s n1on was formed? Did it not exist when t his Federal Constttnt1on was adopted? nnd will it not still exist even after the Union of
these States ~hall be dissolved? Has not alavery beea extended to territory ~ft.er territory and slue State after slue State been admitted into the
Union under the operations of \he present government? and has not
the No~tlt. 1wtwithstanding all this, continued to grow in wealth and
pro~per!ty, a nd have not Northern people sprcnd over the common
terr1tories, a nd mode of thn,i STATE 'C'P01' STATE, until {/.,. free States
,ww 011tntm1ber tM slave-holding .'>lfltesf R as not all this been done
under the _presen t Co!'stitution a nd the present lnws of our country
and 1ckm~ ha, t~ ~ ·o.-t_h been injured l Did the South when it had
an over-ruhng maJor1t1 JD Congress and held tho ExecutiTO power of
the Federal ~ o':ernment OTer interfere with the r ights or the prosperity
or the material m terests, or t he social order, or t ho religious sentiments
of_ the_ North? . Was not the South when it had the power, always COD•
soienttous and ;ust to tho North? Then why comes this NEW ORDER
OF TIUNOS, IMk Yle-11) constr11ctio11s of TIIAT 8.AllE OLD CO NMTITl'TION
tM mom.eut the North has an 1mcMr-l.·rd &ertional coutrol orrr the Fed,•ral
GOfJff11m~ntt A_re you fellow-countrymen, acting out the principles of
our fathers? . Did theJ ever ex hibit this hostility to their Southern
brethren? Did they ever de ny to their Southern brethren equal rights
and equal benefit8 in our common country a nd under our common
gover nment? Bu, ~ou nre told by yonr political leaders, that thtir
new fa~gled c0111tructioo1 of the great constitutional laws of the country
ha_ve Jr1um:phed at ~he polls and "you must not back out from your
prmciples; ' - that 1s from the principles of the platform ndopted NOT BT. Youn R_gvoUi TIONABT SlREs,- but by yorn- political leadt•r,

/a8l

Spring at Olncago.

THE CHICAGO PLATPORlll NULLIFIES THE CONSTITUTION
Anti what arc the~e principle~?

ThcJ nre ASSt;.IIPTIONR based

11 ;

your ~ut~ern brethren feel and believe upon a construction of tJ1e U. 8.

Constit~~100, contrar! to th~ a~~eed ~ights of the South and against
the_ dec1s1on of the h1ghc!t Jud1crnl tribunal established by that constitution. The old bulwarks of the Constit• tion and tho judgment
of the ~upremo Co1;1rt h~ve been 1upplantcd by the Chicngo pla tform,
and o_wrng to the ?1srupt1on of the democratic party a nd the fanatical
delusion o~ a portion of the Northern people, the a~sumptions of that
platform trmmphcd at the last P residential election for the first thnc
since the foundation of our Government. How, then, can the~e

b;

TBB PEOPLE llEPUDIJ.TED TJIB CJIICAOO PLATPO:aK, llOT·
WITHSTANDING KR. LINCOLN'S ACCIDUTAL ELECTIOll.

N ow let us con1,ider that Presidential triumph, and see what it is.
In eigh tee11 Northern State~, Lincoln received 1837 thousand votee,
and in fifteen Southern States he received only 2i thousand.
The figures seem prophetic, for 1837 was a year of disaster and ruin
to our country, and a repetition of these fatal figures in the vote for
Lincoln has brou~ht upon us calamities, a thousand-fold greater. If
to 1837 we add 27, as indicating the Southern vote, we obtain 1864,
th e year when Lincoln's successor will be elected, and at that election
let us hope will terminate forever, nil discord and animosity between
the two great geographical sections of our country. But these 1864
thousand voters arc not the pooplo of tho United States. With the
exception of the 27,000 Place-hunters in the South, who voted for Mr.
Lincoln and who have so annoyed him for appointments to office since
his election, tho whole South voted against t he assumptions of his
political platform, a nd i n t he N orthorn States that platform was opposed by one million six hundred thousand putriots who preferred their
whole country, and the principles of their fathers, to the di11loyal platform of a sectionnl par ty. Thus do we find sixteen hundred thousand
votes in the North and twolre hundred and 11ixty-six thousand in ·th e
South, in all 2866 thousand voteii, against the 1864 thoui;and which
elected Mr. Lincoln. Is this a triumph to boast of? With the entire
Sou th and nearly one-h alf of tho North opposed to it, the Republican
party truly should be cautious in attempting to force upon tho people
of this country untried political principle-. which have been repudiated
by nearly two-thirds of the whole nation. With the certain knowledge
that two millions eight hu ndred thousand voters, und a rnujority of
more than one million of tho people, are utterly opposed to these anti~lavery principle!!, and to these revolutionary and unconstitutional doctrines, tl1cy should not trnmple in defiance upon tho expressed will of
the people, North as well as South, and i;:i.y "we have no concessions
to make but arc determined to retract nothing, to yield not a single
inch, and to stand firm under every pro,·ocation and every threat, e,eD
though the land bo deluged with blood, and wasted and desolated with
fire a nd the sword."
With flippant tongues, these leaden, who have led their deceived
followers away from the Constitution of our father11, tell them " to stand
by the Constitution as it is,"-that is as their platform interprets it,"and to make no compromi~os that would im·olve them in tho guilt of
moral treason and justly render them the scorn of mankind! ,. What
then is this moral treason, which is dreaded more than aotunl treason
against tl1eir country'?
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SHALL A NORTHERN CONCEIT OUTWEIGH
SOUTHERN EXISTENCE?
Fellow countrymen of the North I Jct us reason toaether about this

matter. Are you willing, at the call of your politicalleaders to wage
a war ~f ex~ermination on ~he South, and throw away all the blessings
and pt ospenty _you have e?Joyed, shut up your factories and workshops,
turn 7our teemmg population out of employment and brina them to the
ago~ies of sta~vation, and the madness of despe;ation, ana let riot and
famrne, confusion and anarchy us_urp_the reign of law and order, aolel!I,
SOLELY, because of the fear of y1eldrng up a. persona.I opinion upon a
matte_r that concerns you in no way wha.tever? I s not this whole
q~estion of _slavery, ns it exists in the South, a mere abstract sentiment
11;,th you, w1t~out any bearing upon your freedom of conduct, your
liberty of action,. yo:ir pursuit of happiness, or your expansion in
the common terntories ?
On the other hand, when climate forced your forefathers to send their
neg!oes to the Sou~h, and when _climate fastened them upon the South,
until they became meorporated m the material existence of the South
as mu~h even as th_e land they till, did not our Revolutionary fathers,
regarding the question ~s so pregnant of good or ill to our whole country
expr~ssl~ provide that 1t sh_ould work out its own solution? and, in order
that it nught be _protee~ed from all outside interference-such as you
a;e now atte~pting-d1d they not guarantee in the Federal Constitution that fugitives from labor should be sent back. to their homes and
that eac~ State should decide upon the question of slavery for itself,
an~ for ~tself alone! and no State, or people of a State, should ever
resist or mterfere with the rights of the people of another State in
slave property? Under this old Federal Compact you have prospered,
and so has th~ South; but now you are called upon by your party
l~aders to sacrifice your prosperity, and annihilate the Constitutional
rights o,~ the S_out~, in or_der that you may not be guilty of the "moral
tre~son of berng inconsistent to an unlawful anti-slavery sentiment,
W~ICh your ~achers and your preachers have thrust upon your consc~ences, as if you had to answer for the sins of a people whose conSCienees are as pure and undefiled in their opinion at least as your
own!
'
'
• Truly, fello": c?untrymen of the North, is not this carrying an
mtolerant conceit, m respect to the rights and the privileges of others
even b~y?nd the pale_ of co~nmon decency? Does not this look like
that spmt of persecution which first broke out among the Pilgrims who
landed ?n Plymouth Rock, and which dictated the Blue Laws of
Connectrnut, an~ burned women at Salem? Then it struggled in
the 'Yeakness ?f mfancy; now we behold it in the pride of strength,
and mflatcd with power in the full vigor of mature development.

THE POLICY OF ANTI-SLAVERY POLITICIANS.

. The tone and spirit of the appeals of your political leaders and your religious teac_hcrs, for some years past, have aimed to carry yo;r feelinas and
youi: sc~t1ments bcyon~ _t~e spirit of the law, and the bounds of ~eason
and Justice. Your pol1t1cians do not intend TO GIVE THE SouTrr ANY
GUARANTEES Of' P_EACEAND SECIJRITY IN THE UNION. Tlieyhave labored
/0 1·years to comnut you to an uncompromising hostility to slavery and
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to its final and total extinction. They have done their utmost to foster and cherish in your bosoms a principle subversive of the rights of
the South, and while thus inculcating this revolutionary sentiment,
they craftily prepared your minds, for the bloody strife of section
aO'ainst section, which they clearly foresaw would result whenever the
Federal Government stood pledged to carry into practice this sentiment,
and resolve it into an actual assault upon the rights and the safoty of
the South, 'fhat time has arrived; and your political leaders are preparing you for the conflict, by arousing a military enthusiasm and enrolling volunteers to subjugate the South. The Legislatures of Ohio,
New York, a.nd :Massachusetts have already passed resolutions, tendering
to the Federal Government both men and money to force the South into
submission. And do you think the South can be driven by force into a
fraternal union with you? So far from it, these measures only tend to
strengthen the disunion movement, and arouse in the South, already
complaining of your aggression, a determined spirit of resistance. See
the effect of your coercive resolutions upon the Border slave States, that
have heretofore resisted the secession lIOVEllENT Ol' THE COTTON
STATES. They have, with perfect unanimity through their people and
their legislatures, declared that no Northern army, to coerce the South,
shall march through their borders, and that they will resist to the
utmost any attempt to coerce the South. Thus have you made these
States allies of the secession States, and you will make their people, in
resisting a mighty wrong, the aiders and supporters of disunion. And
yet, there are no truer States in the Union than Kentucky, Virginia,
and Tennessee. Their gallant sons have ever been the first to rally
around the flag of their country, and pour out their blood with a freedom amounting to recklessness in defence of their country's honor.
Their noble-hearted and patriotic Statesmen have ever been the first in
the Councils of the Nation to stay the hand of ultra fanaticism and
nullification, whether from the North or from the South, and with soulstirring eloquence they have ever counselled peace and conciliation.
Their people have ever been sound upon every question of national
politics that embraced the great interests of their whole country, North
as well as South. And even in the present crisis, Kentucky's leading
Statesman was the Srst to propose measures of peace and justice, and
with outbursts of thrilling eloquence he beseeched you t.o stay the
angry strife with words of peace and kindness. But your political leadera have rejected all overtures, and have called up"On you to arm for the
conflict, and make preparation for battle! They have said a just, and
honorable and peaceable compromise shall not be made, and happiness
and prosperity shall not be restored to our country. They have told
you, you shall have no voice in this matter, but you must fall into the
ranks and march to the South, according to the programme marked out
by them, for your performance. ''Contemplated treason and disunion,"
they anticipated as the necessary consequences of their political success,
and "the enforcement of the laws" is now the rallying cry, to gather the
hosts of fanaticism under the banner of the IRREPRESSIBLE CONFLICT!
Let us look back and see if the e\·ents of even the past year do not
sustain this view of the strife into which your politicians are now leading you.
When the great leader of the Republican party shrunk from openly
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encouragi11g Old JohR Brown to make his raid upon Virginia, and seize
upon the Government arsenal at Harper's Ferry, he was then afraid of
the outburst of public indignation, which he rightly apprehended.
~ut when, on h1a return from Europe, he found Old John Brown idolized as a "martyred hero," and half a million of men under the name
ofWi~e Awakes, in honor of Brown's Kansas Company of Free-hooters,
organized to carry out his doctrine of the irrepres1oibla coafiiot and
when, }ast summer this great lead~r made a triumphal march fro~ the
Atla11t1_e sho~e to Kansas, and reviewed the teemiug mass, ready to do
battle 1n this unlawful and unnatural strife against their brothers in
the South, thffl, THEN, in the exultation of his heart, he waved his
hand to the assembled hosts, and shouted in tones thtt sent a convulsive
shudder throughout tlie Southern heart "Who's afraid!" Afraid of
what_? Afra_id to inaugurate the bloody confl.ict "that was to be irrepressible until every slave that stood upon the soil of the Coatinent of
America had been liberated, and free labor should with victorious ban•
ner reign supreme, as the sole and only kind of labor tolerated throughout the length and breadth of this land, North and South East and
West, from the arctic circle to the t-0rrid zone, from the A.tlaatio borders
to the Pacific couts I"
Afraid of what? Afraid to raise the banaer of this irrepressible
confiict, and ma~ch _to the bloody carnage and warfare, even though the
Laws and Constitution of our Government should be torn to pieces as so
much wa11tc paper; eYen though the whole South should be desolated
as a barren waste, _its property destroyed, its homes burned, its wives
and daughters rn1shed, and its rivera overflowed with the blood of its
slaughtered victims.
"This is the drama of the irrepressible conflict. Let 11s inaugurate
it! Who's afraid?"

SHALL WE ACT AS STATESMEN OR AS DESPOTS?

Brethren of the North! thero arc some of us in the South who still
~ave confi~ence in your jus~ice, in your sense of right, in your intentions to abide by the principles of forbearance and conc:ession which
animated our forefathers when they established our Governmdnt and
grasped within it~ p_rotccting _folds the diverse interests of every sedtion,
howeve_r antagomstic they might be to each other. We also believe
that tlus Government is the best that ever was made, or ever can be
made by mortal man, and that no sacrifice that we can possibly make
sho_uld have any C?nsideration whatever, when we are called upon to
decide whether this Government shall stand or fall! 'rhis is the
decision. t?-llt you and that we, are now called upon to make ; and, if
~ha~ dec1s1on be not in favor of peace and brotherly love, in favor of
Justice to all, and mutual forbearance towards each other then indeed
will future ge~erations look on the record of our suicid~l acts, upon
t~IC. J?ag~s of lustory an~ wonder that we, boasting of our enlightened
civ1ltzat1on, of our g!or1ous freedom, of our unbounded prosperity, of
our una_lloyed J1app10ess and of our faith in the Christian religion,
should, m the folly and madness of an evil hour, have abandoned
them all forever, and have brought upon our country the despotisms
and barbaris1us of the dark ages!
We are summoned, fellow ~itizens of our common country, to rise
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above the feelin"'s and frailties of our poor human nature, and assume
the duties and ~esponsibilities of Patriots and Statesmen! We are
called upon by the crisis now upon us to lay deeper and broader t~e
foundations of our Government, and strengthen its bonds so aa to rc~1st
in all future time the fury of popular fanaticism, and the crumbhn~
process of disintegration. Are you willing to make the necessary saculiees in the performance of your part of ,his great and mighty wo~k.?
You need not ask what you are to do. w_e hue shown the feeling
which your political principles, and your an~t-slavery .c~eeds, have produced in the South, and which your disguised Aboh~1on leaders _and
party managers have aggravated to such a pitch of excitement, until at
las, the people of the South hue been forced to say to the people of
the North, aa Abraham said to Lot," Is not the whole !_and before thee?
Separate thyself, I pray thee, from me; if thou ,nlt tak~ the left
hand then I will go to the right; or, if thou depart to tho right hand,
then 'will I go to the left."
Why this apathy and indifference to the demands.of your Southern
brethren? Are not their complaints as just and as 1mport~n~ a; those
which our forefathers sent up to the Throne of Great Br1ta111. • Can
you learn no lesson by experience ? Do you not read on the page~ of
history that the <3:overn1:1e11t ~f. Great_ Britain exasperated th~ American
Colonies by treatmg their pet1t1ons with contempt? And will you, to~,
turn a deaf ear to the appeals of your countrymen, and mock. at the~r
ju.st complaints? King George said to his A~ieri~an s~bjects, "In this
way you shall trade, in this way you _shall t~mk, ID this way you shall
worship God·" and the Colonies resisted Kmg George. Do y~u SU:P·
pose the South will not fight to maintain and retain rights_ and l!bert1es
as important and as InQmentous to them as thos~, to _obtam which our
.
Revolutionary fathers fought so long and so unfl.mchmgly?
But, you say, "the Southern States have seceded from the Un1~n,
and abrogated the laws of the Federal Government; they have taken
possession of the forts erected for the . defence of those St~tes, and
have occupied the custom houses established for the convenience of
their people; they have captured the gonrnment vessels, and fired
upon the flag of our country."
.
.
..
True! And a11 these things did also the rebellious snbJe~t~ o~ Kmg
George, and when they asked for concessions and conc1hatto~, ~e
enforced the laws against them at the point of the bayonet, _and ID ~us
attempt to coerce them into submission, he only awoke from his delusion
when it was, alas, too late!
.
.
Do you think the arrogant advisers of King George were right 111
resortin"' to coercion for the enforcement of the laws, and for the protection ~f the royal property, in preference to listening to the co~plaints of the Colonists, and adopting measures for the redress of their
grievances?
.
Old George denounced his American subjects as" traitors, and scoundrels and rebels." And what do you call your Souther? brethren?
But you think you are in the right; for your eons~1encc does ~ot
convict you of having done the So~th any wrong. ~ing George sa_1d,
"Ia.min the rio-ht, and I have no wish but the prosperity of my dommi,
ions, and to prevent
anarch y. "
,
"But," you say, "we are in the right, although King George was not.
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History tells us "that nine-tenths of all the tyranny of this world has
~en perpetrated by persons bel~ing themselves in the right. Argumg on that conv~nient premise, th~ J?ey of Algiers would cut off twenty
heads of a mormng; Father Dom1n1c would burn a score of Jews in
presence of the most ~atholic King, and the Archbishop of Toledo
and Salamanca would smg Amen! Protestants were roasted Jesuiu
hung and quartered, at Smithfield, and wit-Ohos burned at Salem and
nil by worthy people who believed they had the be~t authority for their
actions."
"But you say our political principles, and our anti-slavery sentiments
are popular, as was proved in the last Presidential election·1 and having
the approbation ~f a ruling majority of the people, we see ~o good
reaso!1 for changmg those sentimens, or modifying those principles,
espec1ally under the threats of the South."
"Popular! So, indeed, was the American war popular in J<Jngland in
1775, for the address for coercing the Colonies was carried by a vote of
30-! to only 106 against it in the House of Commons and by 104 to
29 in the House of Lords."
'
"Popular l So was the revocation of the Edict of Nantes popular in
~ranee; so _was tho massa~re of St. Bartholomew; so was the Inquisition exceedingly popular 1n Spain."
Fellow countrymen, can you not furl your conflict banner and extend
the right hand of fellowship to your brethren in the So~th? They
may be rebels and traitors in your opinion, even as our forefathers were
in the opinion of King Ge~rge; but for all that, they have fled from
your tyran_ny and oppression, from your hatred and aggression, and
are you gomg to treat them, even as the British treated our forefathers
by trying to coerce them into obedience, under the same pretext of
enforcing the- laws? Are you willing, fellow countrymen, to be the
supple ~ools of J:Our political leaders, like so many Ilessians, to carry
out their reyo)utionary mandates? Is it not rather your duty to demand o~ your S_tate _and Nat_ional Legislators that you, their masters
and t~e1r sup_eriors m ~II primary decrees, shall ha.Ye a voice in this
question-this great primary question-the solution of which is to
decide the destinies of our country, for fraternal peace or for fratricidal
war; for a Union as christians and as patriots· or for an eternal disunion, with bloody wars and endless carnage, s~ch ~s even the fiends of
hell would be ashamed of? Do not both duty and interest require that
you take the management and decision of this perilous question out of
th_e. hands of your reckless political leaders, who have brought this
cns~s upon yo:u, _and who are now urging you on to the final consummation of their mhuman and blood-thirsty designs?
~ay, more! Do not every consideration, and every impulse that can
nmmate the heart of a christian patriot, and an honest ma~ impose
upon you the obligation to offer terms of reconciliation to your Southern
brethren, to soothe their aggrieved feelinwi, and to give assurances of
1.111fety to themselves, and of security to their ri,.hts
and thus brin"
0
0
them back to a deHirable Union with you?
'
Nay, more! Does not every consideration of humanity call upon
you to do first all these, and then, oven then, to stay the uplifted hand
of angry resentment that is rnised against a brother's life and to bear
with him in patience until his good sense and sober reflection shall
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have returned, until passion and excitement shall haYe subsided! until rc1~son sball have resumed her sway over his tho_ughts and feelings, 1;1ntil
patriotism shall have triumphed over di!<Umon, aud, finally, un~1l be
sl1all renew his fealty to our Common Go,ernment, and thus _umte us
all again, ns one people, under one flag, even the s3:~e g_lonouR old
Banner of the Union no lon,.er rent and torn and trmhng 111 the <lu«t,
by the strife of Star ;gainst Star and Stripe against Stripe!

THE EFFECTS OF COERCION.

One ~ingle sign iu the North of returning go?d will and rood faith. will
accomplish more in disarming the Soutb, and 1n p_urchas1~~ peace, than
will a thousaud millions of treasure expended 111 mumt1ons of war,
for the slaucrhtcr of American citizens. One sing!~ acknowledgment
of the right;' of the South will aehie,e a grcatc~ victory tlrnn <:an a
million of soldiers triumphing in a hundred p1tc~cd battles! 11w
South will ca11it11late to J,-iends and ~rothrrs, but will never surrc11dc1·
to an anwd Jur.-e. And how can we Ill Kentucky, fellow countrymen
of the Nortl1 roll back this secc~sion tide, when you shut your ear~ to
the complaints of the South, and allow your politicians ~y the ~doption
of coercive measures, to force our people, even our U01on-loY1ng people into the ranks of the Secessionists to fight under _tho banner of
Di~union? Arc not their rights our rights? . Do you thmk tl~c Bord~r
States can see their sister States pour out then· blood, and sa_er_tfic? their
livee, their all, in defence of those rights, and they not _JOlll. 111 the
stru"'gle ·t Becau~e our people l1avc more calmly borne their grievances
and~lung fast to their hopes of defence in the tTnion, do not trust too
much to their patience and loyalty, for the Border States and the Cotton States arc only diYided in opinion as t? the m~asure and mod? of
redress, and not as to their common complaints agamst the Republican
party.
•
t
Already under tl10 :ippr~hen!li~n of _a_ Northern coercion -~oYe_men ,
•· Southern Rights" and anll-coerc1on mil1tary.ciubs arc orgamzmg m our
midst and the ~ecession ball rolls onward. ): our Congre~smen say they
have ~o compromises to make; your State Legislatures say, we will fo:ce
the South to submit to the laws: your GeneralH and your Captams
say our force:; are ready for activc service against the South. And all
these things sink deep in t~1e hearts o~ our people and make _them
think there is no hope of justice from their Northern ~rctl'.rcu. Silently and gloomily our people prepare to meet force with force./~~ .the
secession ball rolls onward: a year ago, you told tl1e South- "cab?,
will laugh at your calamity; we will mock when your fca: cometh,
and the people of the South arc beginning to heed the warnmg-:--"for..et not the \'Oice of thine encmic:;: the tumult of tho,e that rise up
~gaini-t thee incrcascth c·ontinually," and the secession ball rolls o!'ward.
J<Jvcn those who hMc battled earnestly and nobly for the U m?n are
faltcrin,. in their devotion; and thus it i,-, as our people pr<'_parc for the
blt,ocly irdcal, their pas,-ions bctou1e inflamed, and the secession ball rolls
onwnrd-onward-onward; gatherin~strcngth and mightan~ power,as
it rolls onward! And shall its fatal trc:td pres8 the sacred soil beneath
the l'\hades of Ashland wl1ere repose the ashes of him, "who prayed God
he mi..ht die ere thii< ,,1'orious Union was dissohcd." Shall the life cherished hopes of this n;lJlc patriot fude awny ns a clrcam? 8hall tl1c wiRest
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and best constructed system for the ndvanccmcnt of human happiness
and human prosperity ever devised by the genius of man, be thus destroyed, in order that fanaticism may reign on the right hand and
anarchy rule on the left? Shall our children crushed beneath tho yoke
of despotism and tyranny, point the finger of acorn to us, their apostate fathers, a~ truckling cowards, who wore afraid to acknowledge an
error and repair a wrong, and lost their birth-right in their pride to
be consistent on an nb~traction?
It is for our Nor thorn friends to answer I
They alone can settle the oomn1otion that now uphe1wcs the Union
from its very foundations and threatens to crush the Temple of Liberty,
at once and forever!

tiation by treaty." This right of tho people of a State or prodn~e
for just causes to rise above the constituted authori~ies n1~d ~eclare their
independence of them, was firllt asserted as an active prmc1ple, b:r ~ur
Revolutionary fathers, when they threw off tl10 yoke of Great Bnt1an.
It has since been frequently recognized by the American people, and
the Federal Government, as nn inherent right belonging to aU people
and eycry nation. The U. S. Congre~s, cxprc~scd sympathy with the
Spani!<h American Provinces when they declared their independence
of the Government of Spain; they likewise :tided and succored the
people of G rccce, in their struggles for liberty; they encouraged ~he
people of Ilun.,ary in their revolution against the tyranny of Austrian
despotism and"cven within the past year, Garibaldi, in overthrowing
the Government of Naples, lrns been hailed as the deliverer of Italy.
Need a stronger instance of the application of this principle by the
Federal Go,ernment be cited, than that of Texas: did the U. S. Government aid and encourage ~Icxico, in her effort,; to subdue her reb?lliou,; province and enforce her laws; or did. 01._1r G ovcrnmcnt rctog~1zc
the right of the people of Tex a,; to a~~ert their rndcpendcnce of Mexico?
The an~wer is to be found in the additional i,tar emblazoned on the
Fla" of our Union· for better would it have been that that star had
nev~r been added ' if it is to be obliterated by force and violence.
Stran"e that the v~ry error tliat we have condemned in other Government~: in their mode of treating a people resisting their tyranny and
opprcsi;ion, sl1ould be committed by our Government. We wonder
why Austria <lid not conciliate Hungary; why Mexico did not indulge
Tc:ta!-.: why King Bomba did not cea~c to oppress the people of Naples;
wl1v George the 'fhird did not repeal the stamp act: we think tho people·oppressed by these oyer-bearing Oovernmcnts, were right in their
demands for a rcdrc~s of their grievances and the Governments were
wrong, reckless and intolerant in their efforts to force their people into
subjection by the strong arm of the military power; 1111d yet we, the
moFt liberul minded people on earth and with the light of these
examples before us, are about to commit the ~ame old folly, of using
force instead of conciliation, to bring our seceding States back again
in the Union.

ACTUAL REVOLUTION NOW EXISTS.

The people of tho South arc in a state of reYolution; they ha,c risen
in defense of their inalienable rights to life, to liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. Their authority for it is expressed in the Bill of Rights
as set forth by our forefather~ and which is incorporated in the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, as the fundamental
principle of all Republican governments, in the following words:,. That all power is inherent in the people, and alJ free governments are
founded on their authority and instituted for their peace, safety, and
happiness, security and protection of property; for the advancement
of thc~e ends they have at all times an inalienablo right to alter, reform,
or abolish their government in such manner as they think proper."
This ii, the broad basis of our several State Gorornments and it is the
very corner stone of our Federal Government. In both governmenui
the people are recognized as sovereign; and in their hands alone is
placed the power to alt<ir, reform, or abolish their government in such
m11nner as they think proper. Constitutions arc but the creatures of
their will and Executive Officers and Legislative Assomblies, are subordinate instruments under the forms of those Constitutious. When
the people abolish a Constitution, they ri1oe above its obligations, and
its power over them ceases to exist.
This is tho nttitudo assumed by the people of the seceding States,
toward the l•'cderal Government; they have revoked their assen,
to the U. S. Constitution, and as a necessary consequence deny the
authority of the Federal powers created by that Constitution. Threefourtb8 of the States ratifying their act would make it binding on both
sides.
Whether right or wrong, tho fact of revolution on the part of the
seceding States-, exists in stem reality, and tho question arise8, how
~hall it be treated? 'l'hc 8ccc!!~ionists say, in justification of their
action-"had they not withdrawn in a formal and orderly manner,
by convention~ of the people, then, they would have continued under
the authority of the Fl•dcral Government, and been subject to its laws;
and any resist.ince to those laws by them as citizens, would ha,e been
treason and rcbeUion, and punishable as such. By the act of secession
they have withdrawn froui the jurisdiction of the Federal Go\•crnmont
and, are no longer amenablo to its laws; they are no longer citizens
and 1mbjects, but an independent people, approachable only be mediation und conciliation, or if the dissolution is complete, through ncgo-

To the Noble Band of Conservative men in the North
we have an earnest word to say:

In the fore,,oing Appeal, we have endeavored to 1,how the cause~
that have bro1~i;:-bt about this re,•olution among Southern people, and
l1ow it is claimed, that they have been oppre~scd by the acts ot' the
Anti-Sia.very Party of the North, tl10ir rights denied and their lives
nod property imperilled; th11t Anti-SlaYcry Party will soon haYe the
Federal Government in its hands, and by the aid of the purse and
l'Word will be able to carry its unconstitutional and tyrannical policy
into forcible execution against the Southern States. The polioy of
that party i:i in its nature and effect, revolutionary, and the South has
shruuk with dread from its blif('hting consequences and bought refuge
from its enforcement by a counter revolution.
c, in Kentucky,
have ever l1ad an abiding confidence in the honesty of our N ol'thcrn
brethren and would have been willing to have awaited the ~olution of our
differences ut the baUot box, under a firm conviction that that was the
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proper mode of redrcs11 for our wrongs, and that trutl1, reason, and
justice, would there C\'cntually triumph.
But the hasty blunder of the Cotton States in taking separate
action in the mode of redre~s thought by them the mo:.t advisable;
and the dcumnined folly of a majority in Congress, to purchll!le a
triumph for the Republican Party e\·cn over the wreck of our glorious Union, have brou~ht our perils to a momentous crisis, nnd in
this the hour of our danger, we beseech you, }'ellow-l'ountrymen,
not to abandon us! In the sfruggle between tho Union ancl the .Black
Republican !)arty, each for it.~ exi:,tcnco, you uo to decide, which ,;l1all
live and which shall die! Thousands and hundreds of thousands of
true and devoted conscrrntivc men in the South, who have had to bend
before the secc~sion hurricane, are waiting your action, with beating
hearts and anxious mind,: when the howl of the tcm pe,,t has pasHed
and the people are prepared for calm reflection, then the voice of those
men can draw the people back tn their allegiance to the Federal Government, under a flag of truce from the Republic:an Party. But will
the Republican Party abandon their hostilities and proclaim peace and
safety to the South? It is for you, the intelligent, co11senative and
controlling power in the public opinion of the free States to decide!
Our hope, for the Bah ation of this country are centered upon y,mr
exertion! The de5tiny of this nation is in your hands!
In conclusion, Com,or\'ativc Brethren of the X orth, we offer you :m
apology, for au~ht we ha\'C ~aid in this Appeal, which seemed to char~c
you with anJ agency in brin:1:in~ about this unhappy and deplorable
crisi~. 1:ar be it from us, even to appear ungrateful to you, who harn
ever held fast to the principles of the Constitution as our father,i established it and have fou~ht step by step against the nullifyin!!', and sectional principle~ of the Black Rcpublil·an Party. We haYe looked
with admiration upon you in your efforts to protect and preserve the
right.'! of tho South against the assaults of ,t majority of your own people and we grasp you to our hearts as brother~; we reco;rui~c you "as
brothers in lineage, as brothcr:1 in allc~iance and in the midst of all
perils, ns brothers in affection, still!" '.l'o you the people of Kentuc:ky,
by a formal vote of their Legis:ature, have said-" Rrsuli·cd-that ,yc,
the Reprc~entatirns of the people of Kentucky, return our cordial and
heartfelt thanks to tho thousands of people in the Free :--tates, who are
now engaged in rolling back the tide of Black Republican fanaticism ;
we trust they will continue their patriotic exertions, and we pledge
our~cl\'es to unite our cxertioni; \Tith theirs in the holy work of prc~erving the Union of these States."
And ma.y th<' Supreme Ruler of the UniYcrsc, bless and prosper you
in this work and aid you in bringing it t1J a peac-eful and happy conclu-<ion !
A YOIVE FRO::)! KJ.;YrUCKY.
LOUIS\'ILLl:. KY., ,January, 18Gl.

l1iiY"' Merchants and others wishing to send this Appeal
to their friends and correspondents, can procure copies
at the rate of $1 J•er hundred, or $10 per thousand, on
application to HANNA & co., Printers, South-East corner of Main and Third Streets, Louisville, Ky.

